
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 2000-0149-C- ORDERNO. 2000-580

INRE:

JULY 19,2000

Applicationof GlobalConnectionof South
Carolina,Inc. for aCertificateof Public
ConvenienceandNecessityto ProvideLocal
ExchangeTelecommunicationsServices
within the Stateof SouthCarolina.

) ORDER V

) GRANTING

) CERTIFICATE

)

)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

"Commission") by way of the Application of Global Connection of South Carolina,

Incorporated ("Global Connection" or the "Company") requesting a Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity to authorize Global Connection to provide local exchange

telecommunications services throughout the State of South Carolina. The Company's

Application was filed pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §58-9-280 (Supp. 1999) and Section

253 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996..

By letter, the Commission's Executive Director instructed Global Connection to

publish, one time, a prepared Notice of Filing in newspapers of general circulation in the

areas affected by the Application. The proposed Notice of Filing was to inform

interested parties of the manner and time in which to file the appropriate pleadings for'

participation in the proceedings. Global Connection complied with this instruction and

provided the Commission with proof of publication of the Notice of Filing. A Petition to

Intervene was received from the South Carolina Telephone Coalition ("SCTC") on May

11, 2000,,
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On July5, 2000,counselfor SCTCfiled with theCommissionaStipulationin

which GlobalConnectionstipulatedthatit wouldseekauthorityin non-rurallocal

exchange("LEC") serviceareasof SouthCarolinaandthatit wouldnotprovideanylocal

serviceto anycustomer'locatedin arural incumbent'sservicearea,unlessanduntil

GlobalConnectionprovidedwrittennoticeof its intentprior to thedateof the intended

service.GlobalConnectionalsostipulatedthatit wasnot askingtheCommissionto make

a finding atthis timeregardingwhethercompetitionis in thepublic interestfor rural

areas..GlobalConnectionagreedto abideby all StateandFederallawsandto participate

to theextentthatit mayberequiredto dosoby theCommissionin supportof universally

availabletelephoneserviceataffordablerates. The SCTC withdrew its opposition to the

granting of a statewide Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Global

Connection to provide local services provided the conditions contained in the Stipulation

are met. The Stipulation was entered into the evidence of the hearing, and the Staff

requested that the Stipulation be approved by the Commission. The Stipulation is

approved and attached as Order Exhibit 1.

A hearing was commenced on July 6, 2000, at 10:30 a..m., in the Commission's

Hearing Room.. The Honorable William Saunders, Chairman, presided. Global

Connection was not represented by counsel. Jocelyn D. Green, Staff Counsel, represented

the Commission Staff.

Sam Abdallah, President and Chief Executive Officer of Global Connection,

appeared and testified in support of the Application. According to the record, Mr.

Abdallah received a Bachelor's Degree in Engineering from the University of Kansas. As
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PresidentandCEOof GlobalConnection,Mr. Abdallah'sprimaryresponsibilityis to

directandoverseeall departmentalheads. GlobalConnectionis a SouthCarolina

corporationthatwasincorporatedonApril 7, 2000..

GlobalConnectionintendsto offer resoldlocal exchangeserviceto residential

customer'sthroughouttheState..TherecordrevealsGlobalConnectionintendsto resell

theservicesof other LECsonaprepaidbasis..TheCompany'sserviceswill beprovided

twenty-fourhoursa day,sevendaysaweek. Mr. AbdallahexplainedtheCompany's

technical,managerial,andfinancialability to offer'telecommunicationsservicesin South

Carolina.

GlobalConnectionis certifiedto provideits servicesin NorthCarolina,Georgia,

Tennessee,Alabama,andKentucky. As of thedateof thehearing,GlobalConnection

wasproviding its servicesin GeorgiaandAlabama.Mr..AbdallahtestifiedGlobal

Connectionhasfive thousandthreehundredcustomersin Georgia..

ThetestimonyrevealsGlobalConnectionhasinvestedin softwarefor its billing,

accounting,andcustomer'servicedepartments..TheCompany'snew accounting

software,SPT,is capableof issuingaprofit andlossstatementeveryday. TheCompany

alsooperatesaNortel systemthatprovidesautomatedcustomer'serviceandbilling

informationto customers.GlobalConnectionproducesanddistributesits customers'

bills.. TheCompany'scustomerservicedepartmentcenteris alsostaffedby twelvefull-

time representativeswho areavailableMondaythroughFridayfrom 8::00am. until 8:00

p.m.andonSaturdaysfrom 10::00a.m.until 4:00p.m. GlobalConnection'scustomer

servicedepartmentwill answer'questionsconcerningthetypesof servicesandrates
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associatedwith thoseservicesofferedby theCompany,monthlystatements,problemsor'

concernspertainingto acustomer'scurrentservice,andgeneraltelecommunications

matters.TherecordrevealstheCompany'scustomer'servicedepartment'stelephone

numberis printedoncustomers'monthlybilling statements.TheCompany'sregulatory

contactpersonis DonovanHightower.

Mr'.AbdallahalsoprovidedinformationregardingtheCompany'sfinancialability

to offer telecommunicationsservicesin SouthCarolina. Therecordindicatesthe

Companypossessesthefinancialresourcesto offer theproposedservices.TheCompany

providedabalancesheetdatedMay 31,2000,andaprofit andlossstatementfrom

JanuarythroughMay 2000. Accordingto thebalancesheet,asof May 31,2000,Global

Connection'stotalcurrentassetswere$408,530.18andits total currentliabilities were

$281,088..18.In addition,thebalancesheetandprofit andlossstatementreflect the

financialstatusof GlobalConnection'sparentcompanyGlobalConnection,Incorporated

of America.

Mr'.AbdallahalsotestifiedthatGlobalConnectionhassufficientmanagerial

resourcesavailablewith whichto providetelecommunicationsservicesin South

Cm'olina.As PresidentandCEOof GlobalConnection,Mr'.Abdallah'stestimony

indicateshehasa strongorganizationalandmarketingbackground.Mr. Abdallahis

currentlytheFounder/CEOof SouthEastDentalCareandtheFounder/CEOof the

AbdallahManagementGroup,which is involvedin theestablishmentandoperationof

dentalcareoffices. DonovanHightoweris theVice Presidentof Sales/Marketingfor'the

Company.Oneof Mr'..Hightower'sresponsibilitiesasVicePresidentof Sales/Marketing
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is managingasalesandmarketingstaff. FromAugust1997until July 1998,Mr.

HightowerwasSalesandMarketingDirector'at SouthEastDentalCare. Therecord

revealsMr'.HightowerpossessesCompetitiveLocalExchangeCarrierCertificationand

LENS ApplicationCertification. Mr..Mark Mitchell is theDirectorof Operationand

Finance.Mr. Mitchell hasaBachelorof BusinessAdministrationfrom ColumbusState

University. Prior to becomingemployedwith GlobalConnection,Mr. Mitchell wasVice

Presidentof ConsultingServicesat SBTAccountingSystems,Inc. Mr. BassamAbdallah

is theMIS Director'of GlobalConnection.Mr'.AbdallahreceivedaBachelorof Science

in ComputerSciencefrom DePaulUniversity. As MIS Directorof GlobalConnection,

Mr'.Abdallahis responsiblefor'thesetupanddesigntechnicalinfrastructureand

investigatingVOIP technologiesandforgingrelationshipswith theforerunnersof dataIP

networks.

GlobalConnectionrequestthatit beexemptfrom anyrecord-keepingrulesor

regulationsthatmight requireacarderto maintainits financialrecordsin conformance

with theUniform Systemof Accounts.Accordingto therecord,GlobalConnection

currentlymaintainsits booksof accountsin accordancewith GenerallyAccepted

AccountingPrinciples. In addition,GlobalConnectionrequestsawaiverof 26S..C.Code

Ann. Regs.103-631(1976andSupp.1999);theCompanyrequeststhatit not berequired

to publishlocal exchangedirectories.GlobalConnectionwill makearrangementswith

the incumbentlocalexchangecarderwherebythenamesof GlobalConnection's

customerswill be includedin thedirectoriespublishedby theincumbentlocalexchange

carrier. In addition,Mr'.Abdullahtestifiedthatit hasbeentheCompany'spolicy to
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requirecustomerswhowish to havetheir serviceterminatedto dosoin writing only.

Thispolicy arosewhentheCompanyencounteredaproblemwith a customerwhose

servicewasterminatedwithout hispermission.Therefore,theCompanyseeksawaiverof

26 S.C.CodeAnn..103-624..3(Supp.1999).Finally, GlobalConnectionrequestswaivers

of anyreportingrequirementswhich, althoughapplicableto incumbentLECs,arenot

applicableto non-facilitiesbasedresellerssuchasGlobalConnection.

Mr..Abdallahtestifiedfurther thatGlobalConnection'sserviceswill meetthe

Commission'sservicestandard.Further,theCompanyintendsto abideby all nniversal

servicerequirements.In addition,thetestimonystatescertificationof GlobalConnection

asaCLEC shouldincreasetheavailabilityof affordablelocal exchangeservice..Finally,

Mr'.Abdallah'stestimonyprovidesthatapprovalof GlobalConnection'sapplicationwill

be in thepublic interestby providingincreasedconsumerchoice,increasedavailability,

anddiversityin theprovisionof communicationsservices.

Uponconsiderationof theapplicationandtherecordfrom thehearing,the

Commissionmakesthefollowing findingsof factandconclusionsof law:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1 .. Global Connection is a South Carolina corporation that was incorporated

on April 7, 2000.

2. Global Connection wishes to provide local exchange services within the

State of South Carolina.



DOCKETNO. 2000-0149-C- ORDERNO. 2000-580
JULY 19,2000
PAGE7

3. TheCommissionfinds thatGlobalConnectionpossessesthetechnical,

financial, andmanagerialresourcessufficientto providetheservicerequested.S.C.Code

Ann. §58-9-280(B)(1)(Supp.1999).

4.. TheCommissionfindsthat GlobalConnection's"provisionof servicewill

not adverselyimpacttheavailabilityof affordablelocal exchangeservice.."S.C.Code

Ann. §58-9-280(B)(3)(Supp.1999)..

5. TheCommissionfinds thatGlobalConnectionwill supportuniversally

availabletelephoneserviceat affordablerates.S.C.CodeAnn. §58-9-280(B)(4)(Supp.

1999).

6. TheCommissionfindsthatGlobalCoimectionwill provideserviceswhich

will meettheservicestandardsof theCommission.S.C.CodeAnn. §58-9-280(B)(2)

(Supp.1999)..

7.. TheCommissionfinds thattheprovisionof local exchangeseIviceby

GlobalConnection"doesnot otherwiseadverselyimpactthepublic interest."S.C.Code

Ann.§58-9-Z80(B)(5)(Supp..1999).

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Based on the above findings of fact, the Commission determines that a

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity should be granted to Global Connection

to provide competitive intrastate local exchange services within the State of South

Carolina. The terms of the Stipulation between Global Connection and the SCTC

(attached hereto as Exhibit 1) are approved and adopted as a portion of this Order. Any

proposal to provide local services to rural service areas is subject to the terms of the
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Stipulation..In accordancewith theStipulation,GlobalConnectionmaynotprovideany

local serviceto a customerlocatedin arural incumbentLEC's servicearea,unlessor

until GlobalConnectionprovidessuchrural incumbentLEC andtheCommission,written

noticeof its intentto dosoatleastthiIty (30)daysprior to thedateof the intended

service.During suchnoticeperiod,therural incumbentLEC will havetheopportunityto

petitiontheCommissionto exerciseall rightsaffordedit under'FederalandStatelaw.

TheCommissionmaysuspendtheintendeddatefor'servicein rural LEC territory for'

ninety (90)dayswhile it conductsanyproceedingincidentto thePetitionor uponthe

Commission'sownMotion, providedthattheCommissioncanfurthersuspendthe

implementationdateuponashowingof goodcause.It is specificallyprovidedthat all

rightsunder'FederalandStatelaw arereservedto therural incumbentLECs,andthis

Orderin noway suspendsor adverselyaffectssuchrights,includinganyexemptions,

suspensions,or modificationsastheymaybeentitled. If, afternoticefrom Global

Connectionthatit intendsto serveacustomerlocatedin arural incumbentLEC's service

area,andthe CommissionreceivesaPetitionfrom ther_aralincumbentLEC to exercise

its rightsunder'Federalor Statelaw,or'if theCommissioninstitutesaproceedingofits

own,no servicemaybeprovidedby GlobalConnectionin arural incumbentLEC's

serviceareapursuantto this Orderwithoutprior andfurtherCommissionapproval.

2. GlobalConnectionshall file, prior to offering localexchangeservicesin

SouthCarolina,its final tariff of its localserviceofferingsconformingto all matters

discussedwith Staff andcomporlingwith SouthCarolinalaw in all matters.Any

proposedchangein theratesreflectedin thetariff for local serviceswhich wouldbe
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applicableto thegeneralbody of theCompany'ssubscribersshallconstituteageneral

ratemakingproceedingandwill betreatedin accordancewith thenoticeandhearing

provisionsorS.C. CodeAnn. §58-9-540(Supp.1999).

3.. GlobalConnectionshallresellorprovidetheservicesof only those

companiesauthorizedto providetelecommunicationsservicesin SouthCarolinaby this

Commission.

4. GlobalConnectionshallconductits businessin compliancewith

CommissiondecisionsandOrders,bothpastandfuture,includingbutnot limited to, any

andall Commissiondecisionswhichmayberenderedin DocketNo. 96-018-Cregarding

localcompetition..

5. GlobalConnectionshallfile annualfinancialinformationin theform of

annualreportsandgrossreceiptreportsasrequiredby theCommission.Theannual

reportandthegrossreceiptreportwill necessitatethefiling of intrastateinformation.

Therefore,GlobalConnectionshallkeepsuchfinancialrecordsonanintrastatebasisas

neededto complywith theannualreportandgrossreceiptfilings. AttachmentA shallbe

utilizedby theCompanyto file annualfinancialinformationwith theCommission.

AttachmentA is entitled"AnnualReportFor CompetitiveLocalExchangeCarriers"and

this reportconsistsof four pages.

6. Title 23,Chapter47,SouthCarolinaCodeof LawsAnn., governsthe

establishmentandimplementationof a"Public SafetyCommunicationsCenter,"which is

morecommonlyknown asa"911 system"or'"911 service." Servicesavailablethrougha

911systemincludelaw enforcement,fire, andemergencymedicalservices.In
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recognitionof thenecessityof quality911servicesbeingprovidedto thecitizensof

SouthCarolina,theCommissionherebyinstructsGlobalConnectionto contactthe

appropriateauthoritiesregarding911servicein thecountiesandcitieswherethe

Companywill beoperating.Contactwith theappropriate911serviceauthoritiesis to be

madebeforebeginningtelephoneservicein SouthCarolina. Accompanyingthis Orderis

aninformationpacketfrom the SouthCarolinaChapterof theNationalEmergency

Number'Association("SC NENA") with contactinformationandsampleforms. The

Companymayalsoobtaininformationby contactingtheE911Coordinatorat theOffice

of InformationResourcesof theSouthCarolinaBudgetandControlBoard. By this

Orderandprior to providingserviceswithin SouthCarolina,GlobalConnectionshall

contactthe911 Coordinatorin eachcounty,aswell asthe911Coordinatorin eachcity

wherethecity hasits own 911system,andshallprovideinformationregardingthe

Company'soperationsasrequiredby the911system.

7. TheCompanyshall,in compliancewith Commissionregulations,

designateandmaintainauthorizedutility representativeswho arepreparedto discuss,on

aregulatorylevel,customerrelations(complaint)matters,engineeringoperations,tests

andrepairs. In addition,theCompanyshallprovideto theCommissionin writing the

namesof theauthorizedrepresentativesto becontactedin connectionwith general

managementdutiesaswell asemergencieswhichoccurduringnon-officehours.

GlobalConnectionshallfile thenames,addressesandtelephonenumber'sof these

representativeswith theCommissionwithin thirty (30)daysof receiptof thisOrder.

(AttachmentB shallbeutilized for theprovisionof this informationto theCommission.)



DOCKETNO..2000-0149-C- ORDERNO.2000-580
JULY 19,2000
PAGE 11

Further,theCompanyshallpromptlynotify theCommissionin writing if the

representativesarereplaced.

8.. GlobalConnectionshallconductits businessin compliancewith

CommissiondecisionsandOrders,bothpastandfuture,includingbut not limited to, any

andall Commissiondecisionswhichmayberenderedin DocketNo..96-018-Cregarding

local competition..

9. Global Connection requested waivers from certain Commission

regulations and requirements. Specifically, Global Connection requested waivers from

(1) the requirement found in Rule 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-631 (1976 and Supp.

1999) to publish and distribute local exchange directories; (2) any requirement to

maintain books and records in compliance with the USOA; (3) any reporting

requirements which although applicable to incumbent LECs, are not applicable to non-

facilities-based resellers such as Global Connection; and (4) 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs.

103-624.3 (Supp. 1999) which pelmits a customer' to notify the telephone utility to

terminate his ser_cice orally or in writing. The Commission grants the request for waiver'

from the requirement to publish directories as Global Connection has indicated that it will

contract with the local incumbent local exchange company to include the customer's of

Global Connection in the directory listing of the ILEC directory. Further, the

Commission grants Global Connection's request that it be allowed to keep its books and

records in accordance with GAAP rather than the USOA. The Commission at this time,

however, denies Global Connection's request that it be exempt from any repmt not

applicable to a competitive local provider.. This request is too nebulous and speculative to
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grantasevidencedby thewitnessbeingunableto citeasinglereportingrequirement

from which GlobalConnectionsoughtawaiver'. GlobalConnectionwill besubjectto the

samereportingrequirementsasall otherCLECs. We alsodenyGlobalConnection's

requestfor' awaiverof 26S.C.CodeAnn. Regs.103-624.3(Supp.1999).Global

Connection'scustomersshallbepermittedto notify theCompanyof their desireto have

their serviceterminatedeitherorally or'inwriting. GlobalConnectionis directedto

complywith all Commissionregulations,unlessaregulationis specificallywaivedby the

Commission..

10.

Commission.

ThisOrdershallremainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

Executive__I)fec_c_;r
(SEAL)
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ATTACHMENT A

ANNUAL REPORT FOR COMPETITIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS

COMPANY NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PHONE NUMBER: FAX NUMBER:

*elf any of this information changes, the Commission is to be notified at once**

OFFICERS: PRESIDENT:

VICE PRESIDENT:

TREASURER:

CONTACT PERSON FOR FINANCIAL AND REGULATORY INFORMATION:

NAME:

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE)

CONTACT'S PHONE:

_'If this person changes, you must notify the Commission immediately _*



Company Name:

COMPETITIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS

Income Statement

12/31/2000/or Fiscal Year

Particulars

Revenues

Operating Revenues

Operatina Exoenses

Access and Billing Expenses and Expenses
Related to Resale

Other Local Interconnection Expenses

Leases Facilities from Other Carriers

Communications System Operations

Sales and Marketing

Administration and General

Depreciation and Amortization

Other

Total Operating Expenses

Net Operating Income

Other Income and Expenses

Nonoperating Income and Expenses (Net)

Nonoperating Taxes

Interest

Extraordinary Items

Total Other Income and Expenses (Net)

Net Income

Current Year-Total

Company

Last Year-Total

Company

SC Intrastate-Current

Year

Number of South Carolina Access Lines



COMPETITIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS

Company Name:

Balance Sheet-Total Company

December 31, 2000/or Fiscal Year Ending

Particulars

Current Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Accounts Receivable-Telecommunications

Accounts Receivable-Other

Notes Receivable

Other Receivables

Materials and Supplies

Prepaids

Other Current Assets

Total Current Assets

Noncurrent Assets

Investments

Other Noncurrent

Deferred Charges

Total Noncurrent Assets

Plant Assets

Telecommunications Plant in Service

Accumulated Depreciation

Net Telecommunications Plant in Service

Other Plant Assets (Net of Depreciation)

Construction Work in Progress

Total Plant

Total Assets

Balance at Beginning Balance at Ending of
of Year' Year



COMPETITIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE ANNUAL REPORT

Company Name:

Balance Sheet-Total Company

December 31, 2000/or Fiscal Year Ending

Particulars

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

Advanced Billings and Payments

Customer Deposits

Long Term Debt-Current Maturities

Accrued Liabilities

Other Current Liabilities

Total Current Liabilities

LongTerm Debt

Long Term Debt

Obligations Under Capital Leases

Advances From Affiliated Companies

Other Long Term Debt

Total Long Term Debt

Stockholders Equity

Capital Stock

Additional Paid in Capital

Retained Earnings

Total Stockholders Equity

Total Liabilities and Stockholders Equity

Balance at Beginning
of Year

Balance at Ending of
Year
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AUTHORIZED UTILITY REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION

PURSUANT TO SOUTH CAROLINA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION REGULATION

103-612,,2,,4(b) - Each utility shall file and maintain with the Commission the name, title, address, and telephone

number of the persons who should be contacted in connection with General Management Duties, Customer

Relations (Complaints), Engineering Operations, Test and Repairs, and Emergencies during non-office hours,,

Company Name ( Including dba Name(s) or Acronyms used or to be used in South Carolina)

Business Address

City, State, Zip Code

A,,

General Manager Representative (Please Print or Type)
/ /

Telephone Number / Facsimile Number / E-mail Address

g,,

Customer Relations (Complaints) Representative (Please Print or Type)
/ /

Telephone Number / Facsimile Number / E-mail Address

C,,

Engineering Operations Representative (Please Print or Type)
/ /

Telephone Number / Facsimile Number / E-mail Address

D,,

Test and Repair Representative (Please Print or Type)
/ /

Telephone Numbei / Facsimile Number / E-mail Ad&ess

g,,

Contact Ibr Emergencies During Non-Office Hours (Please Print or Type)
/ /

Telephone Number / Facsimile Number / E-mail Address

F,

Financial Representative (Please Print or Type)
/ /

Telephone Number / Facsimile Number / E-mail Address

a:,

Customer Contact Telephone Number fbr Company (Toll Free)

This form was completed by Signature

If you have any questions, contact the Consumer Services Department (803-896-5230)

or Utilities Department at (803-896-5105).
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EXHIBIT #i

- ORDER NO. 2000-580

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

Docket No. 2000-0149-C

Re" Application of Global Connection of South )

Carolina, Inc. for a Certificate of Public )

Convenience and Necessity to Provide Local )

Exchange Telecommunications Services in the )
State of South Carolina )

)

STIPULATION

The South Carolina Telephone Coalition ("SCTC") (see attachment "A" for list of

companies) and Global Connection of South Carolina, Inc. ("Global Connection") hereby enter into

the following stipulations. As a consequence of these stipulations and conditions, SCTC does not

oppose Global Connection's Application. SCTC and Global Connection stipulate and agree as

follows:

1. SCTC does not oppose the granting of a statewide Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity to Global Connection, provided the South Carolina Public Service

Commission ("Commission") makes the necessary findings to justify granting of such a certificate,

and provided the conditions contained within this stipulation are met.

2. Global Connection stipulates and agrees that any Certificate which may be granted

will authorize Global Connection to provide service only to customers located in non-rural local

exchange company ("LEC") service areas of South Carolina, except as provided herein.

3. Global Connection stipulates that it is not asking the Commission to make a finding

at this time regarding whether competition is in the public interest for rural areas.



4.. GlobalConnectionstipulatesandagreesthatit will notprovideanylocalservice,by

its own facilities or'otherwise,to anycustomerlocatedin a rural incumbentLEC's servicearea,

unlessanduntil GlobalConnectionprovidessuchrural incumbentLEC andtheCommissionwith

mitten noticeof its intentto dosoat leastthirly (30)daysprior to thedateof the intendedservice.

During suchnotice period, the rural incumbentLEC will have the opportunity to petition the

Commissionto exerciseall rightsaffordedit under'FederalandStatelaw..Also, GlobalConnection

acknowledgesthattheCommissionmaysuspendtheintendeddatefor servicein rural LEC territory

for ninety(90)dayswhile theCommissionconductsanyproceedingincidentto thePetitionor upon

the Commission's own Motion, provided that the Commission can further suspend the

implementation date upon showing of good cause.

5. Global Connection stipulates and agrees that, if Global Connection gives notice that

it intends to serve a customer located in a rural incumbent LEC's service area, and either (a) the

Commission receives a Petition from the rural incumbent LEC to exercise its rights under' Federal

or State law within such 30-day period, or (b) the Commission institutes a proceeding of its own,

then Global Connection will not provide service to any customer located within the service area in

question without prior and further Commission approval.

6. Global Connection acknowledges that any right which it may have or' acquire to

serve a rural telephone company service area in South Carolina is subject to the conditions

contained herein, and to any future policies, procedures, and guidelines relevant to such proposed

service which the Commission may implement, so long as such policies, procedures, and guidelines

do not conflict with Federal or State law.

7. The parties stipulate and agree that all rights under' Federal and State law are

reserved to the rural incumbent LECs and Global Connection, and this Stipulation in no way

suspends oi" adversely affects such rights, including any exemptions, suspensions, or modifications

to which they may be entitled.
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ATTACHMENT A

South Carolina Telephone Coalition Member Companies

for Purposes of Local Service Stipulation

ALLTEL South Carolina, Inc.

Chesnee Telephone Company

Chester Telephone Company

Farmers Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Ft. Mill Telephone Company

Heath Springs Telephone Company Inc.

Home Telephone Company, Inc.

Lancaster Telephone Company

Lockhart Telephone Company

McClellanville Telephone Company

Norway Telephone Company

Palmetto Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Piedmont Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Pond Branch Telephone Company

Ridgeway Telephone Company

Rock Hill Telephone Company

Sandhill Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

St. Stephen Telephone Company

West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Williston Telephone Company
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